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1 Thessalonians 3:11–13             August 28, 2013 
 
Introduction 
In our last study, we saw that Paul was truly thankful for the report He 
had received about the Thessalonians. Timothy had brought news that 
they were indeed persevering in the faith in spite of severe persecution. 
Paul received an abounding measure of joy from this report, but his 
heart still yearned to see the Thessalonian believers. He wanted to 
return to them and supply what was lacking in their faith (v. 10). 
 
Paul’s Prayer to God (3:11–13) 
In this study, we will see how Paul was driven to his knees to pray for 
the Thessalonians. But before we do, recall what Paul had said in verses 
9–10. He was so grateful for the joy which resulted from this report, 
that he could not thank God enough. He considered this joy a debt 
payable only to God with the currency of thanks. We also learned that 
the manner of his prayer was earnestness, night and day. Furthermore, 
the focus of these prayers was that Paul might be able to personally 
visit them and supply what was lacking in their faith. After describing 
his joy and the prayerful spirit it produced in him, Paul now moves into 
an actual prayer for the Thessalonians. Paul was a man of action, and 
these verses give us evidence of that! 
 
Think about the implications of that in your own life. It is one thing to 
tell someone you will pray for them. It is another thing entirely to go to 
your knees and pray with them in person, and actually follow through 
with ongoing prayer afterward. Are we people full of empty promises, 
or are we people of action — willing to follow through on our word? 
 
Paul Prays for his Return to Them (v. 11) 
In his opening statement, Paul reinforces his desire to return and 
continue his ministry among the Thessalonians. They were still needful 
of instruction and the Lord’s help in persevering through the trials of 
life. The fact that several of the Thessalonians had endured trials and 
kept the faith thus far was indeed a good sign, but Paul wanted to help 
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them attain victory in future trials as well. This was not a guarantee, but 
the Lord’s provision of a godly teacher would certainly aid them to that 
end. 
 
I imagine this would also be the prayer of missionaries who spend years 
on the field and then come home for months on furlough. Many 
modern mission agencies usually provide some temporary staff to fill 
the void while missionaries are away. But the hearts of the missionaries 
are still drawn toward seeing the people whom they have been 
teaching and serving. This can be a particularly heavy burden for 
missionaries if there is no one to fill the vacancy while they are away. 
 
Notice also to whom Paul directs his prayer. As a Jew, Paul was a 
committed monotheist. But here he places the Father and the Son on 
an equal footing for hearing and answering prayer. This is yet another 
example where Scripture upholds the doctrine of the Trinity. The 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are all equal with regard to their essential 
nature — they are all God. And yet each Person is distinct with regard 
to their functions. Paul alludes to the equality and distinctiveness of the 
members of the Trinity throughout his epistles. 
 
This should also inform our theology when it comes to prayer. Each 
member of the Trinity is able to be addressed in prayer, because each is 
capable of hearing and answering our prayers. We do not worship three 
Gods, but rather one God in whom dwells all authority and power. This 
same God is the One who can aid us in our lives, just as He did with the 
Thessalonians. 
 
Paul Prays for Their Love to Increase (v. 12) 
The second thing Paul prays is that their love would increase. But why 
does Paul focus on love so much? The answer is that a key test and 
evidence of the genuineness of their faith was the exercising of love. 
Paul had already documented the fact that they loved one another 
(v. 6). Here he prays that their love will increase in two areas: 1) for one 
another; and 2) for all — i.e. those outside the Christian community. As 
Christians, we are to show love for both groups. 
 
For some of us, we may find it easy to love other believers because we 
share a common foundation in the gospel. Talking with and serving 
other Christians gives us joy because there is a mutual faith, hope, and 
reward among believers. The challenge however, comes with loving 
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those who don’t serve Christ. You may find it difficult to relate to a 
world of lost people and even more challenging to endure the ridicule 
and rejection of your faith. If this is the case, remember Jesus’ attitude 
when He looked out upon the sea of lost humanity — “He was moved 
with compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like 
sheep having no shepherd” (Matt 9:36). You too were lost at one point, 
and needed another Christian to lovingly come alongside you and share 
the gospel. Perhaps God is now choosing to use you in the same way, 
showing love to another. 
 
For others of us, we may find it easy to be loving and welcoming to the 
unbeliever. Showing a Christ-like attitude among non-Christians gives us 
great joy because we recognize the compassion that was shown to us. 
Some of us, however, find it very difficult to show love toward other 
believers — particularly if you interact with them frequently. This may 
be a close friend, a spouse, another family member, a pastor, or even 
“that one person at church who you can’t stand to be around!” 
Whatever the case, we are commanded to show love toward them. Just 
remember that all of us are in an ongoing process of sanctification. We 
are progressively being made more like Christ. But that doesn’t give us 
an excuse to hate or ignore a brother or sister because they haven’t 
progressed as far as we have. If that is your thinking, then perhaps it is 
your heart God that is desiring to work on. 
 
Paul Prays for Their Final Sanctification (v. 13) 
The end goal of Paul’s prayer is that they would be blameless. In this 
verse we see two aspects of sanctification. The first is progressive 
sanctification. This is an ongoing process that occurs throughout a 
believer’s life. Paul’s desire for this process is that their hearts would be 
established in holiness. The other aspect of sanctification Paul alludes 
to is final sanctification, or glorification. This occurs at the end of a 
believer’s life when he or she dies and is taken to heaven. 
 
But notice the timing at which it is necessary for a believer to be 
blameless — the coming of Jesus Christ. As we consider this “coming,” 
we need to look at some contextual clues to determine when this event 
will occur. Notice two important clues: 1) Christ comes with all His 
saints; and 2) they come before God the Father. Given these two clues, 
we know that this cannot refer to the Second Coming, because at that 
event, God the Father remains in heaven and sends Christ to the earth 
to reign over it. The only remaining possibility is the rapture. The 
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rapture also involves the coming of Christ, but occurs just over seven 
years prior to the Second Coming. There are three phases to this event. 
 1) All church-age Christians, both dead and alive are raptured  
  (i.e. caught-up) to meet the Lord in the air (1 Thess 4:17). 
 2) Christ judges these Christians at the bema seat judgment  
  according to their works (2 Cor 5:10). Believers are 
  rewarded based on their level of faithfulness in doing 
  good works. 
 3) Christ returns to heaven with these believers and presents  
  them blameless before God the Father (1 Thess 3:13). 
This verse refers to the third phase of those rapture events. Every true 
believer will be made blameless by the blood of Christ who has wiped 
away all of our sins. This process began when we were initially saved. 
Paul was not teaching here that true believers need to do good works 
and grow in holiness in order to get saved. Rather, he wanted to make 
sure that these evidences of salvation were present in the lives of the 
Thessalonians — demonstrating that they were indeed true believers 
who had already been saved! 
 
Conclusion 
True born-again Christians do not need to fear being cast aside at the 
judgment seat of Christ. If you find yourself there, it means that Christ 
has already blotted out all of your sins the moment you believed. The 
present concern for all born-again Christians should be growing in love 
and holiness. The more we grow, the greater our reward in heaven will 
be!                  ~AWB 


